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SUBJECT : РМ ' S VISIT ТО US

SUMMARY: BANGLADESH PRIME MINISTER 	 SHEIKH MUJIBUR RAHMAN'S
VI SIT HAS SERVED ТО CONFIRM BANGLАDESH/U.S. GOOD RELAT I ONS
BUT BENGALEES DID NOT FULL FOR ITS PUBLIC
RELАТIONS VALUE. MUJIB APPEARS TO HAVE LEFT THE U.S.
SАTISFIED WITH HIS RECEPTION AND TREATME NT. END SUMMARY.

1. MUJIB'S OBJECTIVES. MUJIB'S ADDRESS ТО THE UNGA, HIS
MEETINGS WITH PRESIDENT FORD, SECRETARY KISSINGER,
SENAT ORS AND CONGRESSMEN, AND THE VIP TREATMENT ACCORDED
HIM ALL SERVED TO DEMONSTRATE THAT THE U.S. RECOGNIZES
BA NGLADES Н AS ONE OF THE POWERS OF THE SUBCONTINENT, WITH
WHOM WE ENJOY GOOD RELATIONS. I N ADDITION, PRES I DENT
FOR D' S ASSURANСES OF CONCERN FOR BANGLADESH'S ECONOMIC
PROBLEMS A ND THE РROMISE OF PL -480 FOODGR A INS CONSTITUTED
TANGIBLE EVIDENCE OF CONTINUED U.S. ECONOMIC ASSISТАNCE.
FROM MUJIB'S POINT OF V IEW, THIS V ISIT HAS APPARENTLY
FUL FILL ED ITS PURPOSE.

2. OUR OBJECTIVES. FROM OUR POINT OF VIEW ALSO THE TRIP
WENT WELL. THE MEETINGS WITH PRESIDENT FORD AND SECRETARY
KISSINGЕR WERE CONDUCTED IN A CORDIAL ATMOSPHERE AT SOME

LENGTH AND COVERED THE GROUND OF OUR BILATERAL RELA-
T IONS (WHICH WE ВОТН AGREED  А RE EXCELLENT), ТHE GENERAL
PROCESS OF RECONCILIATION I N Т НЕ SUBCONTINENT OVER THE
LAST TWO YEARS, AND BANGLADESH'S ECONOMIC SITUATION .

3. AN OPPORTUNITY LOST. AT THE SAME TIME, LITTLE PRESS
AND PUBLIC ATTENTION WAS GENERATED BY MUJIB'S VISIT, RE-
FLECTING THE REALITY OF SHORT MEMORIES AND BANGLADESH'S
LOW NEWS PRIORITY. IN PART, HOWEVER, THE BENGALEE SIDE
FAILED TO МАКЕ THE MOST OF ITS OPPORTUNITIES. MUJIB  AND
HIS PARTY FAILED TO DRAMATIZE PUBLICLY THE INTENSITY OF
BANGLADESH'S CURRENT DIFFICULTIES. THEY WERE SELECTIVE
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IN THEIR TREATMENT OF THE PRESS: MUJIB GAVE A N INTERVIEW
TO REРRESENТAТIVES OF T HE WASH I NGTON РOST, BUT NOT ТО
OTHERS . MUJIB DID NOT MEET THE РRЕSS CORPS AFTER HI5
MEETING WITH FORD, BUT LEFT IT TO KAMAL HOSSAIN. THE
NEW YOR K TI MES, NEWSWEЕК AND T IME ALL HO SТ ED SOCIAL EVENTS
FOR THE PR IМЕ М IN I STER IN NEW YORK, BUT LITT LE НА
APPEARED IN THE PRESS BEYOND TWO-LINERS AND A PHOTO OF
MUJIB EMBRACING THE PAKISTANI AMBASSADOR, SAHABZADA YAQUB
K HAN, W HICH PROVIDED THE SINGLE DRAMATIC MOMENT OF A
BENGALEE-НOSTED WASHINGTON RECEPTION.

4.SPEECHES. MUJIB'S MAIN PUBLIC ТНЕМЕ S WERE BANGLA-
DESH'S DIFFICULT ECONOMIC SITUATION, АS A RESULT OF
NATURAL DI SAST ERS AND NEGLECT IN РАК I SТAN TIMES, AND THE
NEED FOR РАК ISTAN ТО MATCH BANGLADESHS GENEROSITY IN
REACHING ACCOMMODATION ON THE ISSUES REMAINING BETWEEN
THE TWO COUNTRIES. HIS UN SРЕЕСН REFERRED TO BANGLA-
DESH' S "ULTIMATE CONTRIBUTION" IN GRANTING CLEMENCY TO
ТHЕ  195 POW'S, АGAINST WHOM T HER E WAS "OVER W HEL MI NG
E V IDENCE OF HAVING COMMITTED CRIMES AGAINST HUMANITY."
THESЕ WERE ТЕ ТНЕМЕS OF HIS PRIVATE РАESЕNТАTIONS ALSO.

5.SCHEDULE. THE BENGALEES ARRA N GED А FULL SCHEDULE FOR
MUJIB IN NEW YORK. IN ADD ITION TO L UNCHES, DINNERS AND
HIS SPEECH TO THE UNGA, НЕ APPEARED IN A SUNDAY TELЕ -
VISION PROGRAM, ADDRESSED THE ASIA SOCIETY AT A LUNCHEO N,
AND МЕТ DAVID ROCKEFELLER (AMONG ОТHERS ) WHOM HE INVITED
TO BANGLADESH AS A GUEST OF THE BDG. IN WASHINGTON,	  
MUJIB МЕТ PRIVATELY WITH ROBERT MCNAMARA AND SЕNATORS
KENNEDY AND MCGOVERN, TALKED WITH REPRESENTATIVES OF AI D
AND THE IBRD OVER LUNCHEON, AND WAS HOSTED АT COFFEE BY
A JOINT MEETING OF THE HOUSE FOREIGN AFFAIRS AND SENATE
FOREIGN RELATIONS COMMITTEES. WHILE  THE BENGALEES WERE

РLEАSED W IT H BLAIR HOUSE AND THE USAF AIRCRAFT, THEY TURN-
ЕD DOWN OUR OFFER TO HAVE A LUNCHEON HOSTED BY ATTORNEY
GENERAL SAXBE (THE SECRETARY WAS I N NEW YORK, AND THE
SUGGЕSTIОN HAD BEEN MADE ON ТHE BASIS OF BENGALEE INITIAL
INTEREST IN АN EVE NT HOSTED BY А CABINET MEMBER). THEIR
RECEPTION, W HICH WAS POORLY ATTENDED, СОNSTITUTED THE
ONLY LARGE . SOCIAL EVENT FOR MUJIH IN WASHINGTON.	 KISSINGER
ВТ
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